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ti STUDY .DESIGN

The data .was_ extracled from the letter of permis-
sion file for summer 1973. The 424 course-ases repre=
sent 197 students who tobk one or more courses,or cited
one or morereasons for taking courses at another insti-

ttution. 'Where the data was illegible or missing the
Caseowas ekcluded from that table only.:

6ISCUZSION O'v'a THE DATA

1. Declared*Major or Career Goal

90% of the 'declared majO4.attended a public ipsti-
e'

ttition. Of the majors attending' community colleges,
128% were in-Nursing, 13 %were in Health pre-ptofessions,
6%'in Psychology,. 4% in Sociology, and 30% had declared-

% no major. Although 42% attended community colleges and/

41% attended state colleges, the top 5 'majors changed
at the state college level (15% Nursing, 15% Psychology,
16% Health pre -professional,, 9% Math, and 9% Sociology).
At the university level the pattern of majors shifts
again (17% Psychology, 17% Sociology, 9% History4 and
7% American Studies) . It is significant that the declared
major prevalent at all types of institutions include
Psychology and Sociology.

. .

At lst 9 institutions had 10 or more-of our stu-

dents enraolealed in their courses and this accounted for .

83% of the courses taken. In addition, 10% were 'in out-

of-state or foreign schools. The remaining 7%. attended

11 schools which had fewer than 10 students in each
school. Of the 9 schools. Towson (31%),had'17% who-were
Nursing majors', 12% Psychology, and 10% in Mathematics:
Baltimore Community College (with 24%)-had 30% in Nur-

sing and 10% in Mathematics.. Catonsville tommanity
College (with' 8.0' had 19% in Dental Technology and 13%

in History. At Essex Community College 24% of those

who attended were Nursing majors and 19% were Phy-ical

Therapy majors. At Salisburyora e College 43% were

Dental Tech. majors and anoth 5 % was equally' divided

among Pharmacy and History majors. Note that the.Majors
comprising the largest segment of students were not 4

year UBC, majors with the exception of Mathematics and

Psychology.
N
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Ofttkose who tbok courses elsewhere, some also took

courses at, UMBC during the summer term. 23% of the Ameri-
can Studies majors, .20°,, of_ the Economics majors, and 21%
of they lstory -majors. Very feW of the Health profes-
si6nallAdjors weret the junior or senior level. In the

Social Sciences, 97% of the "Sociology major's were juniors
or seniors, 79% in Psychology, and 50% in Political Science,
and.79% in History. Among Science Division majors 50% of
the Biology majors were at the junior or senior level.
Among Mathematicsmajors,.76% of-the tudents were at the
junior or senior Ievel,and in Physics 67%. Among Humani-
ties Division majors; 100% of American Studies, English
and German majors were at the junior or Senior level.
Of those students with less than 30 hours remaining to be
earned for the B.A., 57% of _the -EnglishimajorsMere in
this group and 74%.,of the History majors.

Among the majors Who had more than 15 students en-
rolled elsewhere (9 majors)
4-tion was as follows:

their greatest course selec-

'Majors: Biology Dept; Chemistry 25%

Chemistry 'English 57%
Math Math 56%
Physics Math 83%
Nursing Chemistry 37%
Health Prof. Chemistry 42%
History Physical Ed. 37%
Psychology Psychology 36%
-Sociology Sociology 38%

The 6 most frequently cited reasons (90%) for taking
courses elsewhere were as follows:

25% Taken at a school close to home
24% The course was not offered at UMBC
12% The course is cheaper elsewhere
11% Taken: elsewhere in evening sessions
10%, To lighten my future load at UMBC

- 8% To- complete a UMBC ;requirement
- .

Note that only 2% of the studentsAient elsewhere as a
result of our cancellation of a scheduled summer term
course.,

4 SI%



A tentative hypothesis for the preceding 3 variables
would indicate that we do not offer enough junior or
senior level courses for pur majors. However, a look
at our 9.1arpest major groups indicates the following:-

Biology
Chemistry
Math
Physics
Nursing
Health
History
Psychology
SociologY

Not offered at UMBC
Close to home
Not offered a UMBC

Close to home
Not offered at UMBC
Close to home
Not offered at UMBC

38%
57.%

32%
83%
2496'

30%
42%
23%
38%

Only in the health professions did the relative cost of
the course play a major role in the students selection
of the place where he would take the course. The obvious
predominance of "not offered at UMBC sukamer session"
indicates an inability-to-bffer the student desired
courses with the available summer faculty.

2. Level of School

If the students are taking essential courses which
we do not offer in the UMBC summer session; in which
departments and at what revel are they taking them
elsewhere: 420 of these courses w e taken at the com-
munity college level and on those departments which had
more than 10 students the ra qere as follows:

English
Math
Physics
Biolggy
Chemibtry
Psybhology
Sociology

When you ermine the level
by the Division in which they were to
pattern appears:

Science
Humanities
Social Science
Math/Physics

Community College
StateCollege

Community College

11 1

56%
61%
67%
47%
60%
59%
53%

at which they were taken.
a much clearer

Community College
State College

54%
53%
48%
61%



In the examination of the reasons fot-taking I the

'course by the level at which the course was,taken, it

is clear that the predominate reasons for taking cour

at the,community college war cheaper 86°J, close to
hourshome 51, and taken after v ours 37%.

,

Baltimore city has an abundance of higher education

institutions: public and private. Over 95% of our c '-

rent student population come from the Baltimore area.
The latest annual report by the Maryland-Counci3. for

-PrHigher Education indicates that the number of t-time

students is increasing at a faster rate than fu 1-time

students. Almost 60% of our current student body receives

some form of flaaacial assistance during the re ulcer

session. Th4 majority o , r students must wor durihg

all the 'special sessions to e- tuition expens s. There-

fore, the course cost, the time o dial that it's offered

and the actual course needs ofthe udents dictate their
participation in the special 'session.

3. Sr, cool Attended Elsewhere

Over 15% of the students atten ed day ses ons/
Only at UM University College and .Johns Hopkins the

students attend night school in.sign ant amount .

Those same students also took 1 or more ourses -at BC

during the day. At Towson 60% of the Stu ents were

juniors or seniors, at Baltimore Communit, College 75%

were freshmen-sophomores, at Catonsvill ommunity Col-

lege 66% were freshmen-sophomores. Those c schools had

over 50% of all the students. 12% of tied nts (50) were

in their last 30 hours at UMBC. There is a rule against
aking more than 6 hours elsewhere, dUring your last 30

h urs at UMBC. However, if they,ere not exceptions it

m y indicate an inability to get_a_needed course at UMBC

du ing the session.

4. Session in Which. the Course was. Taken

Over 75% of the students took course elsewhere

ding the day. BUt they took sign,ficant (more than 10)

numbers of courses at night in the llowing departments:

English'14%,..lath 44 PsychologlA 41 and SociOlogy`26%.

4 -
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5. Hours Taken at UBC

None of the freshmen took 'a course at UMBC while
taking their courses elsewhere. 96% of the Sciehap
majors and 94% of the Math majors were also in ths>
group. 26% of, those students who said the course was
easier elsewhere also took 1 course at UMBC.

6. Classification

62% of the students who'said that they took the
course elsewhere beCaust-:Was not offered at UMBC
were junior - seniors and of those who said the UMBC Course
was full 62% were freshmen. The most frequently cited
reasons by class year is as follows:

Fre
Sophomore
Junior
Senior

Close to home 28% Cheaper 17%4
35% Not at UM 17%

No at, 40% Close to- home 15%
" H .-----",,,_ 22%

'.Conflict withiwork 22%

7. Over GO HbursCompleted

11 111 It

34% of the students had,completedover 60 hours
at UMBC by the start of the session. The departments
in which they took the courses reflected the different
needs of the students at their level in their academie
careers:

English 91% less than 60
Oath 52% more than 60
physics 57%

81% less than 60'
"

83%, " tl it

iology
hemistry

Economics
Psychology
Sociology

80%
76%
71% "

H

11 11

11 11

H

46

However, the divisional majors of those student
reflects,that only in the-Science Division were the
students predominantly lower cla smen:

Science
So .al Science
Math/Physics
Humanities

80%
,-64%

521
-/"60%

ees than
ore than

11

"

60
60

n t
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This indicates that there is a different need for some
ariAsional courses by upper or lower level students.
The reason for taking.co9rses most frequently cited by
those with less than 60 hours was "close to home"-30%;
with more than 60 hours was "not offered at" UMBC" 35%.

8. In Last 30 Hours

The most frequently cited department for students
41-1-their last 30 hours was Math 16%.
However; 62% of all students in their last 30 hours
were Social.Science Majors. These two findings indica

s that tliemill'per level activities in some departments ma
.be causerrby members of other divisions. The most fre-
querttly cited reason for faking a course elsewhere by
the last 30 group was "not offered at UMBC" 24%.

9. Department in WhiCh the Course was Taken

An examination of the highest departments in which
the major tookrcoursesindicate the following:

Science Division Majors
Humanities "

Social Science Division
Mathematics
Undeclared Majors

Majors

Chem. 30% 'Biol.
.Educ. 20% Span/,13%
Psych. 20% Socy. 16%
Math. , 61% PsyCh.32%
Psych. 20% So y. 15%

Only in Humanhies'and Mathematics' was there a sigifi-
can.t 'number of fnajors -taking courses unrelated to theit
majorS. The 44ost frequently cited reason in those depart
ments'whiith had more than 20 of our studentt was as fo

EngliSh
Math
Physics
Biology
Chernity
'Psychology
Sociology,

Close to home
Not of fere ..a,t-UMBC

11 Tr I/

II

Close
It

me

28%
26%
43%
39%
30%
41%
32%

...

However, at least 50% of all UMBC declared m jos took
courses in theizx same divisions The-most
frequently 'cited.reason by each' of divisional majors
was "not offeted at UMBC" 25% to 40%'of the tiMe.

/
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOnMENDATIONS

T data strongly suggests that y,e. coul hat4=met
the 'special session needs of the stuclents w th a diffe-
rent.Xpproach to tke methods of selecting ourse offer-
ings. The historical tradition of speci- ummer,session
has come from> the viewpoint of meeting income nee

the faculty and not the academic ale ds of the sNide ts.
\

/ Two viable alternatives exist to Move away from
this view of special sess4pns:_ Option 1: At spring pre-

/

ristration students fill out a form indicating their
choice of courses to be offered In the summer session
and indicate their major and the reason for their selec-
tion, of that course. Option 2/: Mail a questionnaire

to all non7graduating studentS who are 'majors .in the
departments which have had the previous summers highest
number of students' taking courses elsewhere. The ques-
tionnaire asks the same kind -of questions which are asked
in Option 1. Option 3:- Reqtxest from the Office of Ad-
missions and Registrations an analysis-of the unmet
academic needs of the students whOltried to register
for full courses in the pAst year. Requiie that students
who wish to be.put_on "waiting lists" of closed courses
complete a form which ingdipiates their major and whether
the course is an elective or required for.them..

There are several additional options which we could
use which were pioneered at Indiana University, Purdue
Uni ersity, And the University of Texas, Houston but
the /all require a re highly sophisticated, automated
registration. Theirystem analyzed spring-fall pre -.
regi tration by students who' take courscA by those who
take courses for electives or to meet majbr requirements.

Special sessions can be used as a device to decrease
the unmet academic needs of students in the regular ses-
sions. It cadonly do so with some analysis of the data
which the 3 options provide.
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This indicates that there is a diffe.rent, heed for soma .

divisional courses by _upper or lower level s,tudent.s.
The reason for taking courses most frequently cited by
thbse with less th;..n 60 hours was !close.i:tohome" 30%;

with more than 60 hours wz>3:"no*roffered.at'UgW"

8. ,In Last 30 Uaurs'
0

r0

The most frequently, cited department for sElidents
last 30 hours was Math 16%.

However;-62% of all students in their last 3 0 hours

were Social Science majors. These'two findingg' indica e
//that the upe-ilevenactivitieS-in some departments ma

caused by members of-other divisions. The most fre-
quently cited reason for taking',a course.elsewhere by
the last 30 group was "not offered at UMBC" 24%.

9. bepartment in Which the CourseNwas Taken

An examination of the highest departments in which

7.
the major took courses'. indicate the followiag:

Science Division Majors . Chem. 30% *B41. 18%
IHumanities " 'Educ. 20% Span/ 13%

Social Science Division MZjors Psych 20% Socy- 15%
Mathematics p " Math. 61% 5rsyCh.32%

. Undeclared Majors Psych. 20% So y.'15%

Only in Humanities' and Mathematics was there a si nifi-
cant,number ofl majors taking courses unrelated t9,theip'

-major. The most frequently cited reason in those depart-

,
ments,which had more than 20 of our student t was as follow:

" English :.: Close to home
Math Not offere

I I
Physics

. Bicogy
Chemistry
'Psychology
Sociology

. )1

28%
dt.4

Close tohome_.
u

.However, at least 50% 4100.1 UMBC declared m jors
The

frequently cited reason by each' of divisional mAors
'was '"not offered at UMBC" 25% to 40% of the tiMe.'', ,

,.y

courses in'their same division,'

S.
t
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECO2.1:4ENDATIONS

data strongly tuggests that coul
the lif)' cial session needs qtfthe students 1.7 a ditfe-rnp oach-to the methods of selecting -se offer--

The historical-t,raaition,of specie Claimer ,session

has/ me from the viewpoint of meeting income,needS
e faculty and net the academic .n f"the students. t

;

Two v- iable alternatives exist to/5.oveaway from
this view of special. sessipnsl. OptiOn 1: At spring pre-//

3.1
mz r6gstration students fill out a f r indicating their

'choice of tourtes,to be-offered' the.summer session
and indicate their major and,the'reason for their selec-
tion of that course. Option 2/' Mane questionnaire .

to all min:graduating studehts who -are "majors ..n the.
:' departments which have had the preVidus summers highest, ---

nUmber of students-taking coupes elsewhere. The quet-
tionnaire.asks the same kind-of questions which are asked
in Option 1. Option 3: Recfuest from the Office of Ad-,

'
missions and Registrations an analysis of the unmet .

academic needs of the students whO tried to regist .

for full courses ih.the past year. Requite at students
who wish to be puton "waiting lists" of closed courthes

4. complete a form which indicates their major and whether
the 'course is an elective or required for .them. ,

1

, 4 ,
*t

.

-There are several additional options which we could

r
he which were pioneered at Indiana University, Purdue
hi rsity, and the University of Texas, HOustOn but
e al.,1 require a more highly sophisticated, automated '

regi trati9p. Their system analyzed spring-fall pre-
regi tration by students who' take courses by those'who
taket cpurSe's for electives or to meet major requirements.'

Special sessions can be used as a device to decrease '.

the unmet academic needs of students in the regular-ses-.
sions. It canonly do so with'some analysis of the'data-,

. which, the 3 Options provide. . 2 ,
,-----
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